WITHOUT REASON

“The greatest dangers to liberty lurk in insidious encroachment by men of zeal, well-meaning but without understanding” (Louis D. Brandeis).

Satwinder Singh, the gentleman I met while on my flight home from Israel sent me a disturbing email recently.  A close friend of his in England was stabbed, racially abused and blamed for the London bombings. He said his attackers were trying to kill him.   Their judgment was based on tragic ignorance.   I have posted the article below.

REASON n 1: a rational motive for a belief or action; "the reason that war was declared"; "the grounds for their declaration" [syn: ground] 2: an explanation of the cause of some phenomenon; "the reason a steady state was never reached was that the back pressure built up too slowly" 3: the capacity for rational thought or inference or discrimination; "we are told that man is endowed with reason and capable of distinguishing good from evil" [syn: understanding, intellect] 4: the state of having good sense and sound judgment; "his rationality may have been impaired"; "he had to rely less on reason than on rousing their emotions" [syn: rationality, reasonableness] 5: a justification for something existing or happening; "he had no cause to complain"; "they had good reason to rejoice" [syn: cause, grounds] 6: a fact that logically justifies some premise or conclusion; "there is reason to believe he is lying" v 1: decide by reasoning; draw or come to a conclusion; "We reasoned that it was cheaper to rent than to buy a house" [syn: reason out, conclude] 2: present reasons and arguments [syn: argue] 3: think logically; "The children must learn to reason"

Jesus said;  “Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.”   John 7:23-25 

The prophet Samuel was instructed not to judge from the outward appearance. “But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.”  1 Samuel 16:6-8 

The apostle Paul addressed the Corinthian believer’s tendency to judge from the outward appearance.  “Do ye look on things after the outward appearance? if any man trust to himself that he is Christ's, let him of himself think this again, that, as he is Christ's, even so are we Christ's.”  2 Corinthians 10:6-8
Moses instructed the people in God’s way of proper judgment.  “Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment: thou shalt not respect the person of the poor, nor honor the person of the mighty: but in righteousness shalt thou judge thy neighbor.”  Leviticus 19:14-16                        “If there be a controversy between men, and they come unto judgment, that the judges may judge them; then they shall justify the righteous, and condemn the wicked.”  Deuteronomy 25:1-3
The Psalmist Declared the Judgment of the Christ would be pure:  “And he shall judge the world in righteousness; he shall minister judgment to the people in uprightness.”  Psalm 9:7-9
“He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and thy poor with judgment.”
Psalm 72:1-3
“As you can see”, our ability to make correct judgments comes directly from the people who are our instructors during life.  When my brothers Steve, Darrell and I were eleven, ten, and eight we went swimming at a public pool in Danville, Illinois on a hot muggy summer day.  My dad worked as a barber and his shop was just across a lot from the public city pool.   We were usually the only white kids at a place where almost all the kids were black.  That summer the city of Danville decided to bus in more kids from a housing project called Carver Park.  There must have been fifty to sixty kids trying to get ready to go swimming that morning.  They had just opened up the pool for the day and the dressing room was crowded.  I heard someone let out a scream and when I looked up it was Darrell.  Another boy had just put out a cigarette on the top of Darrell’s head. They all started jumping up and down chanting Ali, Ali, Ali.  They wanted these white kids out of the pool and they wanted to do it by force if necessary. The lifeguards heard the commotion and came rushing into the dressing room.  They pulled us into the managers’ office that had a large plate glass window and locked the door.  They were pounding on the window and yelling at us to come out.  I think every available police car in the area came rushing to the pool. They hauled some of the kids off, what happened to them after that I don’t know.  When it finally died down the police escorted us over to my fathers barber shop.   We were shaken and scared from what happened that day, but the one thing that I remembered was what my dad shared with us after such an upsetting event. Yes he was upset that someone would attack his sons.  But he reminded us that it was Black Lifeguards that came to our rescue.  He told us that it was not the color of someone’s skin that mattered but the color of their heart.  I thank the lord every day for a father who mined beneath the surface of life and taught us to bring to light the truth.

Judgment is the ability to assess situations or circumstances and draw sound conclusions: “At twenty years of age, the will reigns; at thirty, the wit; and at forty, the judgment” (Benjamin Franklin).

2 Thessalonians 3

   1Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you: 

   2And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have not faith. 

   3But the Lord is faithful, who shall establish you, and keep you from evil. 

   4And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and will do the things which we command you. 

   5And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient waiting for Christ.




15/07/05 
Stabbed Sikh is blamed for attacks
John Breslin,
A YOUNG Sikh man, who was stabbed, racially abused and blamed for the London bombings, said yesterday his attackers were trying to kill him. 

Hardip Singh suffered serious wounds to his hands and arms after being attacked by two men outside a house in the midlands. He has no doubt they thought he was a Muslim. 

The 23-year-old, originally from the Punjab in India, but studying business in Dublin for the past four years, described last night how the two men called him “bin Laden” and “a terrorist”, and blamed him for the London bombings and directed racial abuse at him. The incident happened earlier this week in Athlone, Co Westmeath, where Mr. Singh was staying with friends. 

After the abuse, “one of them then produced a knife from his right hand side pocket and attacked,” said Mr. Singh. 
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He was trying to kill me. I tried to stop him, put my hands in front. The wounds were defensive. He cut my hand and I needed 10 stitches,” he said. 

When the pair ran away (they were aged 20 to 24), Mr. Singh called an ambulance and was taken to hospital. He was released that day and is now back in Dublin. 

However, he said he could not leave his house for two or three days after the incident. He has suffered racial abuse before. 

The Irish Sikh Council is seeking a meeting with the gardaí following the attack on the youth in Athlone. 

The council has no doubt the attack was a backlash to the bomb attacks in London last week, as Sikhs are often mistaken for Muslims despite their distinctive beards and turbans. This is the first attack on a Sikh since the London bombings but it mirrors similar incidents that followed the 9/11 attacks on the United States. 

In the US, two Sikhs were shot dead by a gunman who believed they were Muslim. No one has ever been charged with any of the attacks here despite them being reported to gardaí, the Irish Sikh Council’s Kirpa Singh said. That is one of the reasons they are seeking a meeting. 

“This incident and many such similar ones in the past have become a common occurrence in the lives of practicing Sikhs living in the European Union and USA as Sikhs keep fully-grown beards and wear turbans,” added the council’s Harpreet Singh. 

“The Metropolitan Police in London have also admitted that the Sikh community is particularly vulnerable to backlash crimes in the aftermath of the London bombings because of their visibility and that this is a police concern.” 

One Dublin-based Sikh, Sarabjit Singh, relocated to Britain following repeated harassment, including an attack by three teenagers on Dublin’s South Circular Road. 

