Tsunami Disaster

It is New Years Day and I have been watching the sadness that has transpired in South Asia over the past couple of days.  The emotions of the survivors from this great tragedy, has ranged from one end of the spectrum to the other.  It is inspiring to watch the world respond with such great compassion in such a time of need. As professing followers of Jesus Christ, let us not be caught simply watching but actually doing something personally for these victims of this Tsunami Disaster. 

As we take a look at James 2:14-26, it says;   14What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works?  Can faith save him? 15If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 16And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? 17Even so faith, if it hath not works is dead, being alone. 18Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 19Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. 20But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 21Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? 22Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? 23And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. 24Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. 25Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way? 26For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.

I John 3:17 says, 17But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?

That proverbial question always seems to come to our minds when something like this happens, WHY? Jesus speaks to such circumstances.
In Luke 13:1-5 Jesus said, 1There were present at that season some that told him of the Galilaeans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.  2And Jesus answering said unto them, Suppose ye that these Galilaeans were sinners above all the Galilaeans, because they suffered such things? 3I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. 4Or those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam fell, and slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all men that dwelt in Jerusalem? 5I tell you, nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.

We are reminded that Romans 3:9-11 says; 9What then? Are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin; 10As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.

We need to realize that we too could be gone in a moment’s time from some unseen event. If the citizens of South Asia and vacationers from other countries would have known that this Tsunami was coming they surely would have done everything possible to avoid being caught in it. 

 The News Media is replete with examples of the times we are entering.     2 Timothy 3:1 says; 1This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.
Could it be that we are getting close to the coming of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ?   In Luke:12:54-56 Our Lord said, 54And he said also to the people, When ye see a cloud rise out of the west, straightway ye say, There cometh a shower; and so it is. 55And when ye see the south wind blow, ye say, There will be heat; and it cometh to pass. 56Ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky and of the earth; but how is it that ye do not discern this time? 
For the many people who survived, everything they had worked for all of their lives was taken from them in an instant.  It is obvious that few if any thought something of this magnitude would happen.  We need to live our lives as though we could be taken from this world at any moment.  You’ve probably heard the phrase, “Read the Fine Print”.  It’s just smart business when you sign a note to borrow money, to read the fine print.  Many contracts say; if the Lender believes you have not fulfilled your obligations to the note, they hold the right to call that note, Due on Demand.   

In Luke 12:16-21 Jesus says. 16And he spake a parable unto them, saying, the ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: 17And he thought within himself, saying, what shall I do, because I have no room where to bestow my fruits? 18And he said, this will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. 20But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided? 21So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.
In a similar fashion James 4:13-17 says; 13Go to now, ye that say, to day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: 14Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. 15For that ye ought to say, if the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that. 16But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil. 17Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.

If there were ever a REASON for us to live our lives to the Glory of God it is because He holds the rights to our souls. 

The greatest investment you can make in the coming year is investing in the desires of God!  The REASON, is because He pays the greatest return on your investment.

1. Matthew 19:29
And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. 
 

2. Mark 10:30
But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life. 


Marcus Aurelius (121-180)  “The art of living is more like wrestling than dancing, in so far as it stands ready against the accidental and the unforeseen, and is not apt to fall.”

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882)

A PSALM OF LIFE

WHAT THE HEART OF THE YOUNG MAN
SAID TO THE PSALMIST

TELL me not, in mournful numbers, 
        Life is but an empty dream! — 
    For the soul is dead that slumbers, 
        And things are not what they seem.

Life is real!   Life is earnest! 
        And the grave is not its goal; 
    Dust thou art, to dust returnest, 
        Was not spoken of the soul.

Not enjoyment, and not sorrow, 
        Is our destined end or way; 
    But to act, that each to-morrow 
        Find us farther than to-day.

Art is long, and Time is fleeting, 
        And our hearts, though stout and brave, 
    Still, like muffled drums, are beating 
        Funeral marches to the grave.

In the world's broad field of battle, 
        In the bivouac of Life, 
    Be not like dumb, driven cattle! 
        Be a hero in the strife!

Trust no Future, howe'er pleasant! 
        Let the dead Past bury its dead! 
    Act, — act in the living Present! 
        Heart within, and God o'erhead!

Lives of great men all remind us 
        We can make our lives sublime, 
    And, departing, leave behind us 
        Footprints on the sands of time;

Footprints, that perhaps another, 
        Sailing o'er life's solemn main, 
    A forlorn and shipwrecked brother, 
        Seeing, shall take heart again.

Let us, then, be up and doing, 
        With a heart for any fate; 
    Still achieving, still pursuing, 
        Learn to labor and to wait.

