November 2, 2004

It is Tuesday November 2, 2004, 4:10 p.m., as I sit here watching the Presidential Election on Television. A particular verse of scripture brings great comfort to my heart as I watch with curiosity wondering who will guide our country during the next four years. 

Daniel 4: 17 says, “This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and the demand by the word of the holy ones: to the intent that the living may know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and setteth up over it the basest of men.”     K.J.V.
 
It brings peace to know that God rules in the affairs of men. The Apostle Paul said to Timothy in I Timothy 2:1-8; vs.1 “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; vs.2  For kings, and for all that are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty. Vs.3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour: vs.4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. vs.5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; vs.6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time. vs.7 Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not ;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity. Vs.8 I will therefore that men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting.

 

In light of Daniel 4:17and I Timothy 4:8, no matter who is elected, we should be “lifting up holy hands, without wrath and doubting”, for the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men”. 

 

Before the President of the United States of America enters on the Execution of his Office, he takes the following Oath or Affirmation:—“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States.”

 

The Congressional oath of office reads "I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will support and defend the Constitution of the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the same; that I take this obligation freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that I will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office on which I am about to enter: So help me God."

 

The framers of the Constitution, new from personal experience, that their enemies would come not only from without (foreign), but more importantly, from within. (Domestic)  This brings me to the heart of what I wanted to share with you. Proverbs 4:23 says; “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.”   I believe that the most important issue in life is whether or not the Most High considers us to be a friend or an enemy of His. Jesus said in John 15:14 “Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.”  Just as the framers of the constitution considered someone an enemy who chose to disobey, the very intent of their words written in the constitution. Likewise our Heavenly Father considers someone to be an enemy, foreign or domestic, who chooses to disobey the very intent of His Word.   James 4:4 says; “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.”  

 

All too often we find ourselves being taken with our own opinions rather than the very intent of Gods opinion. If there were ever a REASON to labor to know Gods opinion on the matter it is because He decides, who is His friend and who is His enemy.
