ISRAEL ITINERARY

DAY 1   WEDNESDAY MAY 18

Can a stranger sing the Lord’s song?

Can a stranger sing of Jerusalem?

No one is a stranger in Jerusalem.

Each must come and sing his own song.

Be at the Detroit airport at least 3 hours before the departure time for security procedures.  Meals and in-flight services are per the airline’s policies.

DAY 2   THURSDAY MAY 19

ARRIVE TEL AVIV

REGION: COAST OF SHARON

Arrive at Tel Aviv this evening. Proceed through passport control (keep the white entry paper in passport).  Meet your guide outside in the group parking lot.  Depart to your hotel for lodging at nearby Netanya.  It is not likely there will be another meal served after your late arrival.

DAY 3   FRIDAY MAY 20

TO SEA OF GALILEE

REGION: COAST OF SHARON, JEZREEL VALLEY,

SEA OF GALILEE

Visit Caesarea Maritima, (Acts 10, Peter’s encounter with Cornelius) to view the Crusader Fortress, the Roman Aqueducts, Roman theater, and the Stadium.  Proceed to Muhraqa on Mt. Carmel (Elijah encounters the prophets of Baal), and continue to Nazareth for a ridge view of Mt. Tabor and the Jezreel Valley.  At Nazareth visit Mary’s Well.  Depart for the Mt. Arbel Cliffside overview of the center of Jesus’ operations at Galilee.  Proceed to your lodging for the next three nights.

DAY 4   SATURDAY MAY 21

REGION: SEA OF GALILEE

Depart for the Yarmuk River and ascend the Aphek Plateau for an unobstructed view of the Sea of Galilee from Kfar Haruv.  Continue past Kursi (“demons into the swine”) to Bethsaida, home of Peter, Philip, Andrew.  Visit the Mt. of Beatitudes, (Mt. 5-7). Optional is a foot descent to the seaside of Tabgha.  Visit Capernaum, the operations base for Jesus’ public ministry.  Optional is a lunch-break to sample St. Peter’s fish.  Sail the sea in the Jesus Fishing Boat, a double-scale replica of a Roman fishing boat.  Visit the modern baptismal site of the Jordan River.

DAY 5   SUNDAY MAY 22

TO UPPER JORDAN

REGION: UPPER JORDAN, SEA OF GALILEE

Depart the sea of the ancient Via Maris, pass Hazor (ancient crossroads) to Tel Dan.  Walk through the Nature Preserve beside the roaring Jordan River to Tel Dan.  View the High Place of Jeroboam.  Proceed to Banias (Caesarea Philippi), Peter’s confession of Christ.  Return via Quneita to view the Syrian Border.

DAY 6   MONDAY MAY 23

TO BETH-SHEAN, DEAD SEA

REGION: SAMARIA, JORDAN VALLEY, DEAD SEA

Visit Tel Beth-shean (Bible crossroads) to consider the demise of Israel’s first king, Saul.  Briefly over view the dig of Scythopolis.  Descend the Jordan River Valley to the lowest place on Earth, the Dead Sea.  Continue beside the Dead Sea to Qumran to view caves of the Dead Sea Scrolls.  Depart for Ein Gedi for a hike to the waterfall (consider the cave experience between David and King Saul).  Proceed to an oasis-like hotel on the Dead Sea.

DAY 7   TUESDAY MAY 24

MASADA, JERUSALEM

REGION: DEAD SEA, JERUSALEM

Ascend the fortress of Masada by cable car.  View the ruins of the Zealots last stand against Roman forces, including the siege ramp and the synagogue.  Descend to the Dead Sea and begin the journey to Jerusalem by way of the Wadi Qilt.  Ascend the Roman road (the reference for Jesus’ story of the Good Samaritan) and view the Cliffside St. George’s Monastery.  Continue to the Mt. Scopus for a brief orientation to the Old City.  Proceed to the Garden Tomb for a private tour and a time of worship.  Dinner and lodging are in Jerusalem.

DAY 8   WEDNESDAY MAY 25

JERUSALEM, BETHLEHEM

REGION: JERUSALEM, JUDAEAN HILLS

Visit the Mt. of Olives for orientation to Jerusalem’s Old City.  Walk the traditional Palm Sunday route past the Dominus Flevit Church to the Garden of Gethsemane.  Proceed to the Dung gate and enter the Ophel Ridge to view the Herodian pavement, the Temple foundation, and the Temple steps where we know Jesus walked and taught (Lk. 19-21).  Depart for the Judean Hills and Bethlehem.  Visit shepherds’ fields, the Church of the Nativity, and take time for olivewood shopping before returning to Jerusalem.

DAY 9   THURSDAY MAY 26

JERUSALEM SIGHTSEEING

REGION: JERUSALEM

Enter the Dung Gate and visit the Western Wall.  The Western Wall Tunnels are subject to a time confirmation.  Ascend the Temple Mount to visit the Dome of the Rock.  Continue to the intact St. Anne’s Crusader Church (hymn-sing?), the Pools of Bethesda, the Ecce Homo Arch.  Walk a portion of the Via Dolorosa to the Wohl Archeology Museum (the underground dig of Upper Jerusalem).  Continue to Zion Gate, Mt. Zion and the Upper Room.  Visit the Israeli Museum to view biblical archaeology: the Davidic inscription from Tel Dan, the ivory pomegranate from Solomon’s Temple, the Holy of Holies from Arad, the ossuary of Caiaphas, and the Shrine of the Book.  Continue to the scale model of Herodian Jerusalem and the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial.

DAY 10   FRIDAY MAY 27

DEPARTURE FOR USA

REGION: COAST OF SHARON
Fly while reliving the experiences of having walked and learned the land of the Bible.  Clear Customs upon arrival at Detroit.  Continue the journey to your home.

REQUESTED HOTELS

NETANYA: KING SOLOMON HOTEL

SEA OF GALILEE: KIBBUTZ MA’AGAN

DEAD SEA: (EIN BOKEK): DELUXE LE MERIDIAN HOTEL

JERUSALEM: AMBASSADOR HOTEL

